English

Abjadic vs.
alphabetic
orthographies

Accuracy

Aural language

Comprehension

Decoding

Definition

In an abjadic orthography, the
writing system mostly uses
symbols for consonants, and
the reader fills in the vowel
sounds. In an alphabetic
orthography, the writing
system includes symbols for
both consonants and vowels
(see vowelized vs. non-
vowelized).

Decoding words without any
sound/symbol errors

Refers to the sounds of
spoken language,
encompassing the sounds
produced by the mouth (oral)
and the sounds heard by the
ear (aural). It's a term used in
linguistics and language
teaching to describe the
spoken form of language, as
opposed to written language

Ability to understand what is
heard or read by using active
strategies to make meaning

Associating letters/vowels with
their sounds to create syllables
and blending together to
create words
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Developmental
Language
Disorder (DLD)

Dyslexia

A communication disorder
that interferes with learning,
understanding, and using
language

Dyslexia is a specific learning
disability characterized by
difficulties in word reading
and/or spelling that involve
accuracy, speed, or both and
vary depending on the
orthography. These difficulties
occur along a continuum of
severity and persist even with
instruction that is effective for
the individual's peers. The
causes of dyslexia are complex
and involve combinations of
genetic, neurobiological, and
environmental influences that
interact throughout
development. Underlying
difficulties with phonological
and morphological processing
are common but not universal,
and early oral language
weaknesses often foreshadow
literacy challenges. Secondary
consequences include reading
comprehension problems and
reduced reading and writing
experience that can impede
growth in language,
knowledge, written expression,
and overall academic
achievement.
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Encoding

Fluency

Kriah

Language-
based learning
disability
(LBLD)

Language
transfer

Literacy

The general process of
converting data into a specific
format for storage,
transmission, or
communication, such as
turning sounds into written
words (spelling).

Reading of connecting texts at
conversational rate with
accuracy and expression
(including intonation and
rhythm)

The Hebrew word for reading,
often specifically referring to
reading of sacred texts

Refers to difficulties with
understanding or using
spoken and written language,
even with average to above-
average intelligence

When students learning a new
language apply the rules and
norms of their first language
to their second, or vice versa

Ability to use and understand
written words in order to
communicate
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Morpheme

Multi-Tiered
System of
Supports
(MTSS)

Oral fluency

Orthographic
depth

Orthographic
mapping

The smallest unit of meaning

A framework designed to
meet the needs of all students
by ensuring that schools
optimize data-informed
decision making, progress
monitoring, and evidence-
based supports and strategies
with increasing intensity to
sustain student growth, as
needed

The ability to read aloud
accurately, at an appropriate
rate, and with proper
expression

The extent to which there is a
unique 1:1 correspondence
between the symbols
(orthography) and the sounds
(phonology) of a language.
This is often considered on a
continuum from
shallow/transparent (each
symbol only has one sound
associated with it and each
sound only has one symbol
associated with it) to
deep/opaque (symbols and
sounds are not uniquely and
clearly associated).

The cognitive process of
storing a word permanently in
memory for instant retrieval
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Orthography

Phoneme

Phonemic

awareness

Phonics

Phonological
awareness

Reading
Proficiency

Transparent
language

Vowelized vs.
non-vowelized

The written symbols that form
the conventional spelling
system of a language

The smallest unit of speech
distinguishing one word (or
word element) from another

The ability to
perceive/recognize the
smallest units of sound in a
word and manipulate each

Understanding that letters
represent sounds and
identifying the relationship
between the shape of a letter
and the sound of a letter

The ability to perceive and
work with sounds in spoken
language, including word
level, syllables, sub-syllabic
units, and phonemes

The combination of both
decoding skills and
comprehension that enable
students to understand and
engage with text

A written language where the
relationship between the
letters and sounds is
straightforward

In vowelized languages,

written words include marks or

letters that show the vowel
sounds (like in English,
Spanish, or Hebrew with
nikkud). In non-vowelized
languages, the written form
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usually leaves out the vowels, N2IN2N NIXN,TIP1

and readers have to figure no'MWN 990 12
them out from context (like in  D'NIPI NIVIINN NN
Arabic or Hebrew without INIX 202 D'DNY
nikkud). IN2) AWPNNN
NM2Y IN N'Y2
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